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Special points of interest 

 I think it’s time to go and 
find my first morel of the 
season.   

 Take a few minutes to 
relax with a good book. 

 What brings goodness 
and beauty into your life?  

 I decided that how some 
situations turned out 
were dependent upon 
me.  That if things failed 
it would be my fault. 

 

Spring – A Time of Renewal 
Scott Swartzendruber 

 

What brings goodness and beauty into your life?  What makes for pleas-

ant days and restful nights?  You might say it is when there is a deep 

sense of harmony with Christ, your loved ones, and God’s green and 

blooming creation.  There is something about spring that speaks and 

demonstrates unity, wholeness, and new beginnings as no other season 

of the year does.  Maybe that is why springtime is the favorite season for 

so many people.  

 

Isaiah the prophet must have prophesied during springtime when he 

wrote, “Forget the former things, do not dwell on the past.  See, I am 

doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am mak-

ing a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.  The wild animals 

honor me, the jackals and owls, because I provide water in the desert 

and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen 

people, the people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my 

praise.”  Isaiah 43:18-21.   These are words of renewal.  They speak to 

letting go of the old and seeing what new things God is doing in the pre-

sent and future.   

 

As you ponder renewal for your life, trust God to do a new thing for you.  

As this happens, take time to give God praise for a new day and a new 

season of goodness and beauty in your life.  Give God praise that he can 

bring steams of blessings even into places you thought were impossible.  

God’s mercy and faithfulness is seen and experienced in all of life, and it 

seems to increase in greater abundance in the renewal of the spring sea-

son.  
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I lost sight of God recently.  For some reason I de-

cided that how some situations turned out were 

dependent upon me.  That if things failed it would 

be my fault.  I also had formulated in my mind 

what success was and that if I was successful that 

God would be glorified.  On the flip side I had de-

cided that if I didn’t achieve success (success as I 

defined it) that I would have failed God.  I had for-

gotten that God doesn’t evaluate things like we do.  

Thankfully, God has blessed me with a God-loving 

husband who reminded me that my responsibility 

is to do what God tells me to do.  The outcome of 

those actions is not my responsibility.  This is 

something I knew in my head, but am working to 

nurture it into maturity in my heart.  It is a difficult 

process for me.  However, it is a process that is 

leading me to see more of the holiness of God. 

It has been placed on my heart to share with you 

some of my journey.  Our Sunday school class has 

been studying the book Experiencing God by Henry 

& Richard Blackaby and Claude King.  In this book a 

prayer of George Muller was shared.  Muller’s 

prayers were for God to lead him to a work people 

could explain only as an act of God.  This is both a 

terrifying and challenging prayer for me.  I cannot 

shake it from my thoughts.  It falls under the cate-

gory: Be careful what you ask for.  Yet something 

resonated within me when I came upon this prayer 

and continues to do so as it works its way around 

my head.  As I read the Bible I cannot help but 

know that His Word is alive and does incredible 

holy things.  Also, I see God working time and time 

again through people, just like us, to do things that 

people like us cannot do without God.  How could I 

not ask God to lead me to a work that people can-

not explain except by God?  

That is why God created me 

(and every single one of us).  So with fear and 

trembling I am praying this prayer to my Holy God.   

Next God has led me to read Ephesians 6 because I 

knew the Priscilla Shirer Simulcast was to be on 

the armor of God in Ephesians 6.  I read this the 

morning we found out someone had thrown a cin-

der block through the front window of our grocery 

store.  We are to put on the armor of God and 

then to stand firm in readiness.  It reminded me of 

2 Chronicles 20:15,17 “Be not afraid or dismayed 

at the great multitude; for the battle is not yours, 

but God’s . . . .You shall not need to fight in this 

battle; take your positions, stand still and see the 

deliverance of the Lord.”  When I arrived at the 

store and talked with Curt and my dad, I knew God 

had been there protecting us.  We hadn’t done 

anything.  We stood and God protected.  No one 

had been in the store to be hurt.  No equipment 

had been damaged.  They didn’t haul away all our 

merchandise or damage it beyond value.  God was 

there and He protected us as He promised.  God is 

Holy.  We thank Him for His protection and we 

praise Him. 

Recently I started reading the book of Isaiah.  In 

chapter 6 Isaiah had the privilege of being in the 

presence of God.  He was awed by the holiness of 

God.  Because of this awe Isaiah realized how un-

clean he was and that there was nothing he could 

do about it.  When we realize how unable we are 

to make ourselves clean, we are exactly where 

God wants us to be.   

(Continued on page 3) 
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God came to Isaiah and made him clean.  Then 

God asked for a volunteer.  Isaiah knew that he 

wanted to volunteer.  He was at the point of will-

ingness to lead a life that could only be explained 

by God.  He had seen the holiness of God. 

Isaiah 10:15 says “Does an ax exalt itself above 

the one who chops with it?  Does a saw magnify 

itself above the one who saws with it?  It would 

be like a staff waving the one who lifts it!  It 

would be like a rod lifting a man who isn’t 

wood!”  How can we not glorify and praise our 

Holy God who created us?  We see both Ezekiel 

and John fall down in the presence of God.  We 

also see God lifting them back up.  God is Holy, 

but He also loves us.  He doesn’t need us to ac-

complish anything.  However, He does ask us to 

obediently follow Him.  Our responsibility is obe-

dience, not results.  That is where I lost sight of 

God. I took my eyes off of His Holiness and fo-

cused too much on results of what I was human-

ly doing.  So worry and stress entered my life 

instead of peace that passes understanding and 

praise for my Holy God who loves me. 

So today I continue to pursue relationship with 

God comforted by knowing that God also pur-

sues a relationship with me.  I am striving to live 

a life that can only be explained by God because 

I believe that God has firmly placed that desire in 

my heart and I need to allow the Holy Spirit to 

nurture it into maturity.  May I stand in the gap 

(Ezekiel 22:30) God calls me to stand in, may I 

speak the words God calls me to speak (Isaiah 6) 

and may I do everything else God asks of me, but 

may I only focus on God while doing these things 

and never focus on the results of these acts.  The 

results are for God.  For Holy, Holy, Holy is God 

the Almighty.  All praise goes to Him.  As always, 

in pursuit……. 
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Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 
 
Birthday: 
Elizabeth Zinn, May 7 
Dorothy Showalter, May 15 
Joe Hershberger, May 16 
Nedra Schrock, May 21 
Irene Brenneman, May 30 
 
 
 

Anniversary:  Herb & Dorothy Hartzler, 71 years!  May 23 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V and Carol Miller  

Wow, is it ever nice to listen to the 
birds singing once again.  We have 
Cardinals, Robins & Doves all nesting 
right now and we can see right into 
the Cardinal nest and get an update 
on how things are progressing.  
There is also a Red-Bellied Wood-
pecker with a broken wing in our 
yard.  So far he has eluded the stray 
cats & our bird dog.  Mr. Red Belly is 
counting on our suet feeder to be 
well stocked.  Now for what’s hap-
pening….. 

Brent and Karla 
Graber are 
grandparents for 
the first time.  
Their son, Kyle 
and wife Kara are 
the proud par-
ents of a baby 
boy measuring 

19 ½” and  weighing in at 7# 5 oz.  
Little boy Esaias James and his par-
ents live 4 hours away in Logan, Io-
wa (southwest Iowa).  Congratula-
tions Graber Family! 
 
We received a nice surprise about 2 
weeks ago.  We awoke to a street 
full of nightcrawlers.  Actually, Carol 
wasn’t that excited!  I stopped pick-
ing them up after I got to 80, so if 
anyone needs some fish bait, just let 
me know, I have a few to spare. 

Brian Herschberger got to attend the 
final basketball game of the men’s 
college tournament in Indianapolis, 
Indiana.  We think he might have 
been cheering for Wisconsin (Big 
Ten) because who in their right mind 
would ever root for Duke!  Anyway, 
Brian was with his co-workers from 
Heartland Express and they did have 
decent seats and a Jumbo Tron to 
view the replays.  Brian did mention 
his “ears were ringing” from the in-
credible noise generated by 70,000 
fans in the stadium.  Oh, and by the 
way, their tickets came by way of 
some disappointed Iowa State Cy-
clone fans! 
 

Ok, that’s it for this time.  It’s Mon-
day morning April 20th, the wind is 
blowing from the northwest and it’s 
44 degrees F.  I think it’s time to go 
and find my first morel of the sea-
son.  Happy hunting everyone! 
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Our Vision is to be a life-giving church: Presenting 
the life-giving message of Jesus Christ as Lord 

 and Savior to the people of the Kalona area and 
the world, challenging them to accept Christ,  

worship Him, and serve Him. 
Our Mission is to fulfill the Great Commission: 
Leading people to Christ; discipling them in the 
faith; equipping them to witness; and sending 

them out to serve. 

Kalona Mennonite Church  

902 6th St.  

P.O. Box 819 

Kalona, IA  52247 

319-656-2736 

Editor: Shirley Hochstedler 

Design & Layout: Janice Hostetler 

Articles for the Mustard Seed may be 

submitted to Shirley Hochstedler at 

shirleyh@kctc.net or placed in 

Shirley’s mailbox.  

Library Notes 
Shirley Hochstedler, Librarian 

May is a busy time of year, but take a few 
minutes to relax with a good book. Take some 
time and browse the shelves and find a good 
read. There are so many good biographies, fiction 
books, books to help you with parenting and 
growing stronger in your walk with God. Stop in 
and see what’s new.   
 
New books this month include 2 books by Beth 
Moore, Jesus the One and Only and A Heart Like 
His. Other books are Unfinished by Richard 
Stearn, (author of The Hole in the Gospel); Je-
sus>Religion by Jefferson Bethke; Parenting Your 
Powerful Child by Kevin Leman; Hopelifter by 
Kathe Wunneberg. The true stories by Scott Mac-
Intyre, By Faith, Not by Sight; and by Shannon 
Polson, North of Hope will be an inspiration to 
you. One fiction book, Henry Bentley’s Second 
Chance by Dave Jackson, is a side by side novel of 
the Yada Yada Prayer Group series.  

 
If you have received a notice of overdue books, 
we appreciate the return of those. If you have a 
question or suggestion for the library, please let 
anyone on the Library committee know and we 
will help you the best we can. 
 

 


